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		Endorsements
	

	
	
	I don’t know of anyone more qualified to write a book on living life God’s way than my long-time friend and financial advisor, Mick Owens.
	

	Greg Reed,

	Lead Pastor of Morning Star Church, IN

	
	



	
	
	Every once in a while, if you are blessed, you have the opportunity to meet and get to know someone that not only knows how to live a 
	meaningful and truly abundant life, but is willing to share with you. My life, the lives of my family, our friends, and the clients of 
	our firm have been eternally impacted beyond belief and I know that yours will also. The Diamond of Life is the blueprint-read it, apply
	it, live it.
	

	John Creekmur, CFP®,

	President of Creekmur Wealth Advisors, IL

	
	



	
	
	I have known Mick Owens over a period of many years. I have seen him walk his walk as well as talk his talk. When Mick speaks, I listen, as
	he is a man of real wisdom and real accomplishments. I know this book will be very meaningful in many ways.
	

	Jim Moye, President

	Moye Financial

	
	



	
	
	Reading this book is just like talking to Mick. I have known him for over 20 years and he is the real deal. I am pleased that he has captured the essence 
	of himself in this quality book. And, by the way, if you ever doubt his (and his son, Brent’s) commitment to baseball, just visit his office in Kokomo!
	

	Art Ally, President

	Timothy Plan Mutual Fund Family


	



	
	
	We all want to win in life and we all want to make a difference. However, we often struggle with a comprehensive and practical approach on how to get there.
	Mick Owens’ use of analogies from America’s pastime - baseball - and his experience as a successful entrepreneur and financial advisor makes the journey 
	fun and easy to understand. Be inspired by reading it, change your life by doing what it says.
	

	Patrice Tsague, Founder and Chief Servant Officer

	Nehemiah Project
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		Foreword
	

	
	
	I first met Mick Owens in 1976 when we were both agents with Indianapolis Life Insurance Company. I quickly realized that Mick was already successful and that his success would 
	continue to grow. I became his first agent when he decided to launch his own broker dealer. Mick thinks outside the box - so much so that the box around Mick Owens has completely
	fled the scene.
	


	
	In addition to the Lord, there have been three men who have had a major influence on my life and career: my dad, Everett May, Jr., who taught me how to 
	work, James Stanforth, CLU, ChFC who taught me how to be a professional, and Mick Owens, CLU, ChFC, CFP, founder of the CFD Companies, who taught me how to
	dream. Without these men I still might be working at Marsh Supermarkets.
	


	
	The path that Mick lays out in his book, the Diamond of Life, is not a hypothetical writing. It is the actual path that Mick has followed all his life. He has been very generous 
	over the years in sharing his thoughts on how we should face and live life. Now that he has taken the time to record it, many others can benefit from his study, experience, 
	failures and many successes. I hope you will take the time to get to know Mick through this book as I have over the last 40 years. It will not be time wasted.
	


	Terry W. May

	Terry May ChFC® CLU® – Registered Representative

	Greenville, Ohio

	


  


  
	


	
		Preface
	

	
	
	While growing up, my life was pretty much all about the game - whatever game was in season! However, baseball was never far from my mind. Regardless of the time of year, baseball was my passion, driving force, and what I thought was my purpose in life. I really believed that I was destined to become a major league baseball player. That belief expanded even more the summer after my freshman year in college. Being scouted regularly by six teams can make you feel like this is it - playing baseball is my purpose in life! Then suddenly, an arm injury and it’s over at the ripe old age of nineteen!
	


	
	As I rededicated my life to Christ and began to really figure out what was important, it seemed natural for me to relate life and everything it entails around the baseball diamond. I began laying out my life around the bases years before I had ever heard of Rick Warren and his “Purpose Driven Church” and “Purpose Driven Life.” When I was asked about his materials, I had no clue who he was or what he was about. However, when I began to read some of his books, I was amazed at the similarities of the message that the Holy Spirit had given me years earlier in Pastor Warren’s writings. It made me realize that the message God gave me needed to be communicated in a more intentional manner.
	


	
	Therefore, let me share my journey around the bases, and what God is prompting me to encourage every person - both “believers” and “non-believers” - to come to grips with. God has a purpose and a plan for each of our lives. However, He has also given us freewill. We can do life our way or His way. It is our choice! But, if you believe God is sovereign, loves you so much He sent His Son to die for you and His Holy Spirit to comfort and guide you, whose way do you think might just be a little better?
	

	
  


  
	


	
		CHAPTER Ⅰ
	

	
		Home Plate
	

	
		Determining Your Purpose and Power
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	Humor me a little and visualize a baseball diamond: Home Plate is where you start to figure out your purpose in life and the power by which you are going to live. Next, 1st 
	Base is your Personal Base, 2nd  Base is your People Base, and 3rd  Base is your Performance Base. Got it in your mind? Now, let’s think about where the emphasis is placed - 
	even when you’re a little kid. You’ve heard questions like: what do you want to do when you get big? What kind of car do you want to drive? What kind of house do you want to 
	live in? Where are you going to go to school? And on and on! All of these questions deal with 3rd  Base (my Performance Base)! 
	

	
	
	Others usually do not ask about our character, spiritual, mental, and physical fitness (1st Base). Seldom are we asked about our relationships within our family or 
	communities or our church (2nd Base). The focus is usually on 3rd Base! Having been around baseball for over sixty years, I realize you only go from Home
	to 3rd in T-Ball! (Go watch a game sometime and you’ll see what I’m talking about!) Yet, many adults are trying to do life by going from Home to 3rd, while 
	paying little or no attention to the 1st and 2nd Base.
	

	
	
	It is important to know that a life well lived must consist of touching them all. However, unlike baseball we don’t just “tag up” and then move to the next base or wonder away 
	from the base altogether. We must stay in touch with each of them. No lead offs and no shortcuts! I believe in order to live God’s way, you must balance your purpose, power, 
	personal, people and performance with instructions found in the Word of God. My hope is that both believers in Jesus Christ, as well as those who have never acknowledged the 
	existence of God, will at least honestly explore doing life God’s way. With that in mind, let’s explore the Diamond of Life.
	

	
	



	
	Part 1 - Purpose

	
	Let’s begin at the “Big Inning” (beginning) - Home Plate. For me, that’s Genesis 1:1 (when God created the heavens and earth!) For some of you, the beginning might be millions 
	and millions of years ago with The Big Bang. Regardless, each of us will hopefully want to honestly figure out our purpose in life. If you believe you are here by chance, you
	might have broader choices in determining why you’re alive, what you’re driving force is, and what you are passionate about. If you believe, though, that you were magnificently
	made and God knew you while still in your mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13), then don’t you think that He made you for a specific purpose? While He gives us freewill, following His
	purposes will make our lives more fulfilling, while creating a better world. If we all did what He created us to do, this world would be more orderly and less chaotic. According 
	to Ephesians 2:10, we were “created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” If we aren’t doing those “good works,” we aren’t 
	walking where He intended and we, nor others around us, are getting what God desires.
	

	
	
	I believe our ultimate purpose is to praise Him, love Him, and love others. He has given us individual talents and gifts to use in order to do that praising and loving. However,
	we can’t do any of it until we come to Him, admit we are sinners, accept His grace, and live a repentant life. To be clear, God’s grace was shown through the tangible act of Jesus
	shedding His blood, dying on the cross, and rising from the dead. Once we’ve accepted the free gift of salvation, then it’s all about doing what He’s called us to do, and serving 
	others as if you are serving Him!
	


	
	Figure out your area of service and develop your personal mission statement. Reflect on these questions: why are you here? Who are you? What do you do? For whom do you do it? Why 
	do you do it? Why you? If not you, then who? Determine what is your driving force - money, possessions, relationships, or serving? What are you passionate about? During your 
	quiet time when you are just kicking back, or when you’re bored at work, what do you think about doing if money and benefits weren’t an issue? If you thought you might die today 
	or Christ might return tonight, how would your passions or daily activities change?
	

	
	



	Part 2 - Power

	[image: ]

	
	Once you’ve figured out what your purpose is or what you’re going to do when you “get big,” you need to determine the power that will fuel your life. Many people believe that 
	information (collected facts and data about a specific subject or multiple subjects) is that fuel. However, it would appear knowledge (familiarity or understanding gained through
	experience or study) would be a better fuel than information alone. Before we get too pumped up with our knowledge, we might want to consider Proverbs 2:5-6. Perhaps our
	familiarity or understanding with our finite “experience or study” might prove to be a little short of true knowledge when compared to the all-knowing God of the universe. 
	


	
	Regardless of your position on God, it appears to me that putting knowledge to work in the right way, for the right reason, at the right time by doing the right “things” 
	requires wisdom. According to Webster, wisdom allows us to apply information and knowledge to effectively and efficiently achieve the desired end result. Therefore, it behooves 
	each of us to seek wisdom diligently.
	


	
	Wisdom has at least two sources. Most of us only seek it through study, experiences, and trial and error - learning what works and what doesn’t! This source comes from the 
	classroom, the laboratory, school of “Hard Knocks,” as well as the boardroom and think tanks. If this source was perfect, we would be living in a perfect world - totally 
	effective and totally efficient always doing the right things, in the right way, at the right time, for the right reasons resulting in perfect harmony, with no scrap left over or
	without conflict! Do you live in that world? I sure don’t! Perhaps we are seeking the wrong source of wisdom! According to I Corinthians 3:18-19, “The wisdom of this world is 
	foolishness before God.” Psalm 111:10 tells us that, “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” In light of this, let’s agree to seek His wisdom.
	

	
	
	A George Barna survey reports that, over 70% of Americans claim to be Christians; but his survey also indicates few actually live their lives according to the Word of God. 
	I’ve personally concluded that this is the case because few truly fear Him. Far too many consider Him to be a big teddy bear or lovable grandpa and don’t realize that He is a 
	just God dealing justice to those who willfully violate His Word and the principles contained therein. In order to seek after His wisdom, let us prayerfully read His Word on a 
	regular basis and implore His Holy Spirit to reveal His truth to us so that we can regularly and routinely allow His precepts to flow as the source of the power that fuels our 
	lives.
	

	
	
	With that in mind, let’s utilize His power to carry out our ultimate purpose of loving God with “all of our heart, mind, and soul” and loving others as we love ourselves 
	(Luke 10:27). Please note that we must love ourselves in a healthy way or we won’t be able to project our love onto others. In other words, if we are constantly putting ourselves
	down, we are likely to exhibit the same unhealthy actions toward others.
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	About CFD

	OUR MISSION

	
		Our mission is to provide unique and valuable investment services to all clients while honoring our Kingdom values in guiding our work and lives.
	

	
	
		Creative Financial Designs, Inc. is devoted to bringing you and your clients’ top quality comprehensive investment management and financial planning services.
	

	
	OUR SERVICES

	
	
			
			Personalized Portfolio Management
			
					
				Whether it is a brokerage account, variable annuity, and/or self-directed employer plan, CFD can provide 
				personalized & custom fee-based investment management based on your client’s investment goals, risk 
				tolerance, time horizon, and individual needs.
				

			

		

			
			Financial Plans
			
					
				This plan will provide the needed financial roadmap for all of your clients’ six financial keys in a comprehensive financial plan, including cash flow, tax analysis, investment planning, accumulation & educational funding, retirement analysis & planning, and estate planning.
				

			

		

	

	
	
	For more information, visit: creativefinancialdesigns.com
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	About Nehemiah Project Int’l Ministries
		
	Our Mission

	To build and equip Kingdom businesses globally.

	
	Program and Services
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	Impact

	
	To date Nehemiah Project International Ministries has trained and supported over 18,000 entrepreneurs in 22 countries around the world in Africa, Australia, Asia, Europe, and North America.
	

	
	
	For more information, visit our website: nehemiahproject.org	
	

	
	NEHEMIAH ENTREPRENEURSHIP INSTITUTE

	
	The Nehemiah Entrepreneurship Institute (NEI) offers entrepreneurs access to world-class content through a network of partners and a convenient, easy-to-manage online platform.
	

	
	OUR COURSES
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	For more information, visit our website: nehemiahproject.org
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	Kingdom Business CoachingTM (KBC) is the sister company of Nehemiah Project that provides support to Nehemiah alumni as well as small to medium sized companies. KBC is an international business coaching and consulting practice that uses a proactive 360-degree coaching approach with various strategic tools and experienced coaches to help clients achieve the following objectives: build healthy God-honoring families and relationships, build Kingdom companies that aligns with their values, and grow their top and bottom line with Kingdom impact.
	

	OUR MISSION

	
	Helping Kingdom companies achieve transformational results.
	

	OUR SERVICES
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	For more information or to schedule a free initial consultation, visit our website:  kingdombizcoaching.com
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	Connecting Biblical Entrepreneurs to resources, and investors to Kingdom impact opportunities.
	

	
	
	
	The Nehemiah Entrepreneurship Community (E-CommunityTM) is a comprehensive and robust online membership platform. The E-CommunityTM provides entrepreneurs with quality online biblically-integrated business training, group coaching, and opportunities to connect and network with other Biblical Entrepreneurs from around the world who share their values. The E-Community™ also provides members a marketplace to distribute their products globally, and allows access to investors through a Global Kingdom Investors Network. The E-CommunityTM is a safe, shared-value, high-impact network of investors and entrepreneurs who are providing innovative products and services, and are contributing to the transformation of communities and nations.
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		Equip entrepreneurs for success with access to discounted, free and comprehensive, biblically-integrated business courses
		

			
		Move businesses from profitability to succession through free, transformative, group business coaching, and discounted customized coaching
		

			
		Eliminate business isolation by connecting members to other entrepreneurs from around the world who share their values
		

			
		Help businesses increase sales by featuring member businesses in an online business directory, and their products in an online marketplace
		

			
		Provide investors with global access to quality deal flow investment opportunities with returns, as well as kingdom impact
		

			
		Help entrepreneurs raise capital to start and expand their business by connecting them to Kingdom Impact Investors through the Global Kingdom Investors Network
		

			
		Give Nehemiah program partners access to the most upto- date, comprehensive resources
		

	

	
	
	For more information, visit: nehemiahproject.org/ecommunity
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	Other Resources

	
		To order your copy today, visit store.nehemiahproject.org
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Baseball - America’s favorite pastime - is seldom viewed as a metaphor for
personal and professional development. However, for baseball enthusiast and
coach turned entrepreneur/financial advisor, Mick Owens, life is best viewed
through the lens of a baseball game. In the Diamond of Life, Mick uses his own
personal life story to help us understand the importance of each base - how to
move from first base to make life’s home runs without striking out. Mick takes us
through a personal and educational journey from home plate, where we discover
our life’s purpose and power; to 1% base, where we assess our physical, mental
and spiritual readiness; to 2" base, where we consider the various roles we play
in our family, church and community; and finally to 3" base, where we achieve our
professional, financial and material goals. The point that Mick brings home in this
practical yet spiritually insightful book, is that not all bases are equal. And without
the proper foundation on home base, it is hard to achieve sustainable, long lasting
success in other bases. Whether you are a baseball fan or not, this book will
challenge you to consider how prepared you are to make life’s home runs without
striking out.

Mick L. Owens began his career in the

financial services profession in 1969 after

graduating from Indiana State University

with a BS in mathematics. He was heavily

involved in risk management, estate

planning, and cash flow planning for both

. individual and corporate clients. As his

N client base grew and their needs changed,

Mick was continually challenged to find

ways to provide them with additional

financial services. As a result, he founded various companies that now

can provide them with such services as tax planning, tax preparation,
investment planning, and financial planning.
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